
     

 

                        

         

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Connections - Unit 4:  Jan 12 - Feb 23 
The first part of this rotation will focus on the visitation of the 
Wise Men.  The children will learn that God sent a special sign to 
show where the Christ child was born.  The wise men brought gifts 
to honor Jesus.  We will talk about ways we can show our love and 
devotion to him as well.  
  
January 12th - Epiphany! 
• We will continue our conversations about the Light of the 

World, making star crafts to show how God used stars to guide 
the Wise Men to “the perfect light.”   

• How does God leads us to Jesus? (hearing Bible stories, 
praying, going to church/church school, talking to other 
people who believe in Jesus.) 

• How can we worship Jesus?  (going to church, singing 
hymns, praying, learning about him and trying to live as 
Jesus taught us to live.) 

 
January 19th 
Preschool through Grade 2:  Epiphany drama 

• God created a special sign, a brilliant star, to lead the wise 
men to where the Christ child was and the wise men or 
Magi traveled from far away to see the Messiah (King of 
the Jews) even though they were not Jewish.  

• The children will play a gift game to signify how we share 
God’s love through giving gifts.   

Grades 3-5:  Apostle’s Creed 
• The Apostles' Creed is our statement of what we believe 

about God's Word and God's promises. The Apostles' 
Creed helps us to say quickly and easily what we believe 
as Christians. 

• We will explore the twelve articles of the Apostles' Creed 
through participation in an art project, and to incorporate 
the Creed into a year-long prayer calendar. 

 
 
 
 



The second part of the rotation will focus on the calling of the 
twelve apostles. The word “apostle” means a person who is sent, a 
messenger or representative. In the New Testament "apostle" refers 
to the twelve as well as to people like Paul who were very active in 
the spread of Christianity. Lists with the names of the twelve 
apostles appear four times in the New Testament. (Luke 6:12-16, 
Mark 3:13-19, Matthew 10:2-4, and Acts 1 when a replacement 
disciple for Judas Iscariot is named.)  These lists have some 
variations in the names. We will be pointing out to the children 
that there are differences in the names, but we will learn the names 
of the apostles as they appear in Mark 3:16-19: Simon (Peter), 
James, John, Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 
James, Thaddaeus, Simon (the zealot), and Judas Iscariot. 
 
The word "disciple" means a student, a devoted follower, a person 
who adheres to, and helps spread the teachings of a master.  The 
disciples Jesus called were very different from the types of 
disciples that other teachers usually chose. They were ordinary, 
hard-working people; they were not very wealthy, and not well 
educated. We will want the children to understand that Jesus had 
many disciples or followers, and that some of them were women. 
Since the word “disciple” has come to mean anyone who follows 
Jesus, we will explore the ways in which we are called to be 
disciples too. 
 
January 26th - Feb 2nd:  Children Go Where I Send Thee! 
 

• The Disciples followed Jesus, listened to him, learned from 
him, then told others about him. 

• As followers of Jesus, we are called to tell other people about 
Jesus and about God’s love for them.  

• Children will identify a way to use a gift they have to help 
others follow Jesus 

• What does it mean to “fish for people?” 
• Do you think you would have recognized Jesus as the 

Messiah if you were living then? What would have 
convinced you? 

• Does Jesus still call disciples? 
• How can we follow Jesus today? What specifically can 

we do? 



• What might Jesus ask YOU to give up in order to follow 
him? 

• Challenge question:  The Gospels were written by 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Were they all apostles?   
 

 
 
Finally, we will be learning about Nicodemus.  The Bible tells us 
that Nicodemus was an important man.  He was a leader.  He was 
part of a group of men who studied the law (Pharisees).  He was 
also part of a group that was almost like our Supreme Court is 
today (the Sanhedrin).  They made decisions that people had to 
obey.  Nicodemus had either seen the signs and miracles Jesus had 
performed or he had heard about them.  Because of these signs, 
Nicodemus knew that Jesus was from God.  He knew that no one 
could do those amazing things if God were not with him.  
  
Jesus told Nicodemus that we have to be born again to be able to 
see the kingdom of God.  Nicodemus wondered, “How can 
someone be born after they are grown?”  Jesus explained that he 
was not talking about an actual, physical birth.  What had to 
happen to Nicodemus and what has to happen to us, in order to 
recognize God’s kingdom, is a spiritual birth.  Jesus explained the 
spirit by comparing it to the wind.  We cannot see the wind; we do 
not know where it comes from or where it is going, but we can see 
the effects it has in our world. That is how the Spirit of God works.  
  
Even though Nicodemus was an important leader, he still did not 
understand.  While Jesus did not give him an easy answer, he also 
did not leave him to figure it out on his own.  Instead, he told 
Nicodemus, “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life.” Jn3:16  (From “Life of Christ” newsletter, 06/08) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Feb 9 - Beloved, let us love one another 
• Our lessons focused on a “love letter”:  1Jn 4:7-8 
• All children will make Valentines for shut-ins 

 
 
Feb 16th - 23: Born Again 
Jn 3:16:  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. 
  
Nicodemus came to Jesus at night to ask a question 
Do you ever have questions that you’d like to ask Jesus? 

• Is it okay to ask questions about Jesus?  Yes!  It’s always 
okay to ask about Jesus.  You can ask your parents or other 
people who know and love Jesus.  

 
Jesus told Nicodemus that he had to be born again: 

• What do we call being born of water and the Spirit? 
[baptism] 

• Why did God send Jesus to us? [God sent Jesus to us because 
he loves us so much that he wants us to share in His life.] 

When we hear that God loved the world, that means God 
loves everyone in the world –us, the people who have gone 
before us, the people who will come after us, and people all 
over the world.   
Do you think God knows who you are?  God not only 
knows you, God loves you.  You are very special to God.  
How does it feel to know that God loves each of us in a 
special way?” 

 
Jesus said God’s Holy Spirit was like the wind.   
Can we see the Holy Spirit?  If we can’t see it, how do we  know if 
it exists?  Even though we can’t SEE the spirit, we can FEEL it 
and we can see what it does.  We can see the effect it has on our 
lives and our world. 

• What kinds of things do people do when they are 
following the Holy Spirit?  When we are kind, thoughtful, 
patient, and joyful, people will see the goodness in us and 
they will be seeing the Holy Spirit at work. 

 
 


