
     

                    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Connections - Unit 6:  Mar 1 - Apr 5 
Approximately one third of Jesus’ recorded teachings came in the 
form of parables. They are simple and memorable stories which 
convey deep spiritual truths that were central to the teachings of 
Jesus such as the growth of the Kingdom of God, the importance 
of prayer, and the meaning of love.  During this five-week rotation, 
our lessons will focus on three parables:  the rich man/fool, the 
wise and foolish builders, and the wedding feast.   
 
The Rich Man:  The land of a wealthy man produced more grain 
than he could use or store, so he decided to build bigger barns; then 
he would be able to “relax, eat, drink and be merry.”  However, 
that very night his life was demanded of him.  Although he had 
stored up treasures on earth, he was not rich toward God.  
 
• Was the rich man a bad man because he was rich?  (No).  What 

did he do that was wrong?  (He didn’t share).  
• It is not bad for people to be rich; many rich people love God 

and are generous to others. 
• Jesus says that when we are generous, we will have treasure in 

heaven that cannot break or wear out or get rusty.  If we are 
looking for treasure that will never disappoint us, a treasure we 
will always have, that treasure is a relationship with God.  

• How have you shared or showed generosity lately? 
 
Madame Blueberry - Veggie Tales Video 
• Did it make Madame Blueberry happy to have lots of stuff?  

Why or why not?  
• We all have “stuff” that we use and enjoy.  Sometimes we feel 

like we would not be happy without it.  But the truth is that the 
one thing we need most in our lives is love.  We will be 
happiest when we accept the gift of God’s love and then share 
it with everyone around us. 

 
Feed the Birds 
• We know that birds don’t plant their own gardens!  But God 

feeds them.  What does God give them to eat?  (seeds, bugs, 
etc.) 

 



• In the winter, snow may cover the ground.  How does God 
feed them then?  If you have a bird feeder, you’re helping 
God take care of the birds!    

• Jesus told his disciples they are much more important to God 
than the birds are, but I’m sure there were times when they 
were poor and hungry.  Many people today have a hard time 
earning enough money to buy clothes and food.  How does 
God take care of poor people who need clothes and food?  
(Talk about the food pantry, Mustard Seed, Good Will, etc. 
and find ways to donate to these organizations.)  
 

 
The Wise and Foolish Builders:  A person who hears Jesus’ 
words and acts on them is like someone who builds a house on a 
firm foundation.  Even when floods come, the house cannot be 
shaken.  But someone who hears and does not act is like a person 
who builds on sand. 
 
•  What is the difference between “hearing” and “listening?”   
•  The children heard a story with two characters:  one was like a   

person who hears God’s word, but doesn’t want to listen to it,  
or do what God has told him to do.  The other was like 
someone who actually listens to God.  He had to work hard to 
build his house on the rock, but he was safe when troubles 
came.   

• Why would people build a house on sand?  (It’s fun to live on 
 the beach!  To save time and avoid the hard work of preparing 
a stone foundation, maybe because they haven’t heard about 
the violent storms, or they think disaster can’t happen to them.)  
Whatever their reasons, those who build on sand with no 
foundation are shortsighted, and they will be sorry.  

• What kinds of “storms” might you face in your life that God 
       could help you with?   (What makes you sad or worried?) 
• What kinds of things can you do to help you build a better 
       foundation against the storms of life?  How can you build a     
       better relationship with God?  
• Jesus did not say it would not rain on the man with the firm 
       foundation.  We all have troubles or unhappy times in our         

lives, but those who rely on God will have God to lean on 
when times get tough.   



• God is a rock-solid, firm foundation. If we live our lives in 
ways that brings us close to God, we will have God to rely on 
when troubles come. 

 
The Great Feast or Wedding Feast:  Someone gave a great 
dinner and invited many guests, but all of his guests refused the 
invitation.  So he sent his slaves into the streets to invite anyone 
they could find. In this parable, Jesus was talking about the 
Kingdom of God. The Pharisees thought that only they would 
make it into the kingdom and certainly not the outcasts of society.  
But Jesus is telling us that God graciously invites all to come.  If 
we are self-satisfied and preoccupied with our own lives we will 
miss out on the invitation.  
 
• I wonder … just what is the Great Feast?  (the Kingdom of 

God or God’s Eternal Life.  Being part of God’s family – 
something we can be included in right now – not just after 
death).   

• In this story, the friends of the host decided not to come.  I 
wonder who Jesus was thinking of in his story?  (maybe the 
religious leaders who would not listen to Jesus, or people who 
were busy or “well off” and didn’t have time for God in their 
lives?) 

• The people who did not come were preoccupied with their own 
lives.  Are there things that preoccupy us and keep us from 
accepting God’s invitation? 

• How does God feel when the people He loves do not want to 
be with Him? 

• When the host sent his servant out into the streets to invite 
people, I wonder who Jesus was thinking of?  (the sinners who 
Jesus ate with or the sick people who he healed?) 

• God invites everyone to join His eternal life.  Some people 
choose not to live their lives with God, but everyone is 
welcome. 

• God is inviting YOU to be part of his life.  It’s like he is 
inviting you to the party!  When God is our friend we are never 
alone.  Anytime we even think about God, it is like we are 
showing up at the party.  We are saying, “yes” to God’s 
invitation.   

 
 



April 5 - Palm Sunday:  The children will participate in the palm 
procession with the congregation (gather in Fellowship Hall at 
10:00).  The procession will move to the narthex.  When it is time 
for the congregation to process into the worship space, the children 
will go to Fellowship Hall for a whole group Passion lesson.  
(Children in preschool will have a separate lesson in their 
classroom).  The children will rejoin their parents at 10:40.  
 
No Church School on Sunday,  April 12 - Easter 
 

 

 


